[ 3565 * 
A 


Numb. 142 


IE 


OF THE 


STATE 


OF THE 


BRITISH NATION. 


Er 


Ws: Tueſday, February 22. 170 . 


1 


* 


* 


Am now upon THE TRADE TO 
1 AFRICA, as the moſt ſeaſonable Sub- 
je I can enter upon z I have taken 


up ſome of your Time with it, and muſt 


take up a little more, for it merits to be 
ſpoken to. In my laft 1 6oly diſcours'd the 
general Heads; 1. Whether it is a uſeful 
Trade, and ought to be preſerv'id to this 
Nation? 2. Whether is the beſt Method 
of Man gement to tender it moſt uſeful to 
us, an/opin Trade or a Company? 


The firit I determii din the Aſfirmatite, 
aud 2 my Reaſdns for itz the laſt I a0. 


ſigu d to a Company, and gave ſome 
Reaſons alfo for that. >. | 

I im nou to proceed in the Examination 
of the Cirtumſtances of this Trade, and to 
enquire, what Sortofa Company is the moſt 
proper for this Trade ? 


Cy 


Now, becauſe I know, I ſteer thro' a 
very narrow Strait, and have nice Preten- 
ders on either hand, neither of whom I ſeek 
to gratifie, or value one Half. penny to diſ- 


oblige,” yet I maſt endeavour to ſheer clear 
and make ſmooth all the Difficulties -as 1 
1 | 2 
In order to this, I muſt explain what 

mean by or: 1 ; Wat Con 
pany is mo Proper * By maſt proper I mean 
Heft adapt. to preſerve the Trade, re- 
ſtore it to its flouriſhing Circumſtances, 
and to anſwer the main Ead of 4 Trade 70 
Africa, Vit. Effectually to ſupply the Plan- 
tations with Negro Slaves, which indeed is 


the great Point that makes thi 
valuable to us. this Trade ſo 


of the Rocks that either ſide lurk behind, 


In 


to enter into the Pretences offer'd on both 
tides. by the contending Parties, and how 
far the preſent Company or the feparate 
Traders are or are not capable of this great 
Work. | 

Not that 1 ſhall at all enter upon the 
Complaints on either fide, the Clamours 
rais d at the Corruption of Management on 
one hand, or the deſtructive ſelfiſh Projects 
in Trade on the other; as they are nothing 
to me, ſo they are nothing to the Queſtioa 
in Debate The Queſtion is not, 
whether this Company has acted fairly, or 
whether the Interlopers have acted fairly; 
Whether THIS COMPANY (ſhall be 
eftabliſh'd, or the Trade aid open, and 
the Company deſtroy'd, but whether A 
COMPANY ſhall be eftabliſh'd, and the 
Trade preſerv'd, AND HOW? 

And before I ſet down the Pretences on 
either hand, I ſhall lay down this as a Max- 
im, and which I dare ſay, no Body will diſ- 
pute with me , Viz. That no Men, or Sett 
of Men in the Nation, ought to be trufted 


with, or engaged in the Trade to Africa, 


but ſuch as can gire to this Kingdom a cer- 
tain Security, that the Trade ſhall be pre- 
ſerv'd to the Nation. _ 

And here, that I may explain Things as [ 
go, I muſt tell you, what I mean by Secu- 
rity, and what by preſerving the Trade. 

By Security, 1 mean, a Satisfaction, not 
Perſonal Bonds, for I do not think, that 
any ſuch Obligation can be ſatisfatory to 
the Nation for a Thing of that Conſequence; 
but to have the Nation fully ſatisfy'd, is 
ought to be ia the Power of the Nation to 
force the Performance— Bonds and Obli- 
ga tions go no farther than this, that ia Caſe 
of Failure, the Penalty which is. pecuniary 
is recover'd g if a Sett of Men were to give 
five hundred Thouſand Pound Bond to ſup» 
ply the Plantations with Negroes, and did 
not perform; you might indeed ſue the 
Perſons for the Neglect, and in doing that, 
mizht catch an Engliſh Proverb ; but ſap- 
pole you recover d the Penalty, you get in- 

ed a great Sum of Money, and in the 
mean time the Colonies are ruin'd. Pray, 
where is the Equivalent? What will repair 
the Loſs? 


1. 


In order to this, it is neceſſary a little 


By giving Security therefore - that the 
Trade ſhall be preſerv'd, I am to be under- 
ſtood, putting it upon the greateſt Moral 
Certainty that it can be put upon, that the 
Thing may not only be promis'd, but be 
really done; and how this will be, whether 
by a promiſcous Trade or an excluſive Com- 
pany, will ſoon appear. : 

It remains to explaing- what I mean by 
preſerving the Trade, and this is very 
ſhort ; by preſerving the Trade, I mean, 
keeping it up to its full Extent in all the 
uſeful and necefiary Branches of it, viz. 
The Expott of MannfaQtures, the Returns 
of Gold, and the Supply of Negroes. 

Now, without any Reflection upon Per- 
ſons, upon Schemes, upon Projefts or Pre- 
tences on one hand or another, I do affirm, 
and undertake to prove ; 

That the Nation can have no effectual 
Security, that the Trade to Africa 
can be ſupported, maintaia'd or pre- 
ſerv'd, in the Sence as above explain'd, 
without a Joint-Stock incorporated 
and veſted, with the whole Power of 
the 8 excluſively yader- 

ood. 

In order to make this out, I ſhall fic 
examine all the Schemes and Propofats I 
have met with, for the carryiog on this 
Trade, as well on the Company's Behalf, as 
on the Side of the ſeparate Traders; and if 
poſſible ſhew you, | 

Is —_ they are all defeQire. 

nd, | | 

2. What is wanted to ſecure and 
ſerye this Trade, as above 


I take it for granted, as if it had been al. 


pre- 


ready diſputed, and both Parties allow d it, 


that the Trade cannot be carry'd on or 
preſerv d in its preſent Condition, neither 
by one Party nor the other; that it is juſt 
at the Brink of being blown up and de- 
ſtroy d, that the Strife between the Com- 
pany and the ſeparate Traders, and moſe ſe- 
parate Traders inte one with another, 
has brought it to Deaths Door, «s we call it, 
and that if it ſhould be left in the Circum- 
ſtances it is now in, it might linger and lan- 
guiſhona while,but would of Courſe expire, 
and die in a ſhort time And if either 
= the 
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the Company or ſeparate Traders are dit. 
pleas'd at.this, I ma 


it at their Demand. 


fals for the carrying on this Trade, which 
now ſeem the general Subject of Debate in 
this Town, I ſhall examine them a- part. 


1. Some ay thus; 
We agree with you, . that the Trade 
ſhould not be laid open, that the Forts 
and Caſtles are uſeful, tho we do not 
- think they are in that Poſture of De- 
' fence, which ſome People talk of, but 
that they ſhould be preſery d and bet- 
ter manag'd than they have been, we 
joyn in that, and we are for a regula- 
ted Company, ſuch a Company as the 
Turkey, Hambro“, and Ruſſia Companies 
now are, in which Capacity every 
Man trades upon his private Stock, 
and the Trade being charg'd with an 
Indulto or Tax for the neceſſaty 
Charges of its Support, the Committee 
conſtantly appointed by the ſgid Com- 
y ſhall have the Charge of their 
id Forts and. Caftles, defend and 
maintainthe Trade, and furniſh every 
thiag ncedful-for that Defence, being 
empower'd for. that End to levy ſuch 
Sums of Money upon the whole Com- 
merce by equal Proportions, as they 
find neceffary for that Work. 


This. is realy a very fair Scheme, and 
were it alike, whole in all its Parts, might 
be e fectual enough to anſwer the Bad, 

But ſtill my general Maxim laid down as 
2 Principle in this Trade, comes in and aſks 
ibis Oneſtion; | ; 

I ſuch a Settlement as this capable to 
give a reaſonable Security to the Na- 
tion, that the Trade to Africa ſhall 
be preſerv'd ? For, as is laid 
down above, 

No ten or Sen of Men ought to be trufted- 
with a Trade of this Ntture and Conſe- 
quence,' but ſuch as can give 4 full Sa- 
1:5faRion to tbe Publick, that this Trade 
ſball be preſers' 0 the Nation. 

Now in Caſe of the · projected Settlement 

above, I would aſk a few Queſtions. 


y give my Reaſons for 
To proceed then with the ſeveral Propo- 


Shalom. 
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1. Suppoſe, the neceſſary Charge of the 

Trade for the maintaining and ſup- 

porting the Forts, Caſtles and FaQu- 

ries abroad, with Ft. Catera's at home, 
prove ſo great, that the Trade is 
not in a Condition by any reaſonable 

Tax to maintain. 

If the Mul@ of 10 per Cent. will not do, 
Jou muſt raiſe more, ſay 15. 20. 25. 
or 30 per Cent. 

It is evident, you can compel All that 
trade to pay ſuch a Value on Export 
and Import, if it be up to 100 per 
Cent. Bat ou can compel no Man to 
trade; and he that does not trade, 
does not pay. Now ſee the natura Con- 

. ſequence of this. 


If your Charge advances, your Trade 
will decline ; the more Expence, the leſs 
the Profit z the leſs the Profit; the leſs the 
Trade: Theſe Things are ſo natural, no Mar 
can deny them. AGAIN, The lefs the E- 
ports, the more the Tax upon thoſe that 
remain, for the Charge of ſupporting and 
maintaing, Ce. is the ſame ; you are as 
much oblig'd to keep up the Settlements, 
if 25 Ships go in a Year, as if 150 went; 
and if all is to be rais d upon the Export, 
then thoſe 25. muſt pay as much as the 150 
ſhonld ——— 5 

As this falls the heavier, the more the 
Trade declines; ſo: the more the Trade 
declines, the heavier this wil} fall, and ſo on, 
till all the Traders being diſcourag'd, the 
Payments ſtop; as theſe ſtop, the Forts and 
Factories die and decay; and where's the 
Security for the Trade in all this? The 


Factors and Agents are ftarv'd, and fly from 


you, yonr Garrifons abandon the Coun- 
try, and get home as they can, or periſh 
among the Negroes by meer Want; your 
Forts fall into the Sea, or which is worſe, 
into the Enemies Hands, and your Trade 
falls with it. 

As then no Body of Men ought to be truſt- 


ed with this Trade, but ſuch as can give 
Security, that the Trade ſhall be prefery'd— - 


So no Body of Men can give any Security, 
that the Trade ſhall be preſerv'd, but ſuch 


as are to be brought under Legal Obliga- 


tions to Trade- 7 explain my ſelf ;bus, 
I: * 


